
Boy, 14, drowns
in Lake Wateree
ByLucasVance
i\^nce@ctvitasmedia.com

LAKE WATEREE — A 14-year-old GreatFaUs boy

Jeramie Coleman was swimming with faioily when
he swam out too far and stairteanavm|'diMculty
stayingaflpat.

finessesattempted tosave Coleman, but were
unable to hold on to him. He slipped back under
neath the surface and disappeai^.

"He (Coleman) swam a little bit too far from the
shore and he got tired," Ramsey said. "Hetried to
hang on to a buoyand he went under."

Ramsey said Coleman died due to asphyxiation
fromdrowning; He drowned about 100yardsfrom
the shore in about 16 feet of water. '

Ramseysaid the youlfr was a decent swimmer, but
becamefatigued in the deeper water.Coleman was a
basketball and football playerwhojiist turned 14 on
July21.

% hadjust beenout playing in the watermost
oftheday andhewas justswimming and gottired,"
Ramseysaid.

Dispatch received the emergency callat approxi^
mately 6:30 p.m., andmostemergency personnel
Were on the scene at 7:15 p.m. (Pieman's body was
recovered bytheFaiffreld County Rescue Squad at
7:48p.m.

The Department of NaturalResources, Great Falls
Rescue Squad andtheNewberry County DiveTeam
also participatedin Coleman's recovery.

Coleman's deathis the seconddrowning deathin
Fairfreld County in lessthana week. Brooke Lynn
Huffstetler, 26, drownedWednesday in a rock quarry
S.C.901.

Funeral services for Coleman are schedded for
Wednesday at FirstBaptistChurch in Great Falls at
4 p.m.

Visitation hourswillbe at Washington Funeral
Home onTuesday from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Lucas Vance can be reached 803-635-4016 ext. 15


